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^ (57) Abstract: A method of enchancing a video bit stream using temporal scalability, wherein the number of bits or a temporal 
S position of a bi direction ally predicted picture in an enhncement layer is determined with reference to a corresponding characteristic 

of pictures in another layer of layers, such as a base layer, of the video hit stream and the peale signal to noise ration of the B picture 
Q is mathched to that of the pictures in the layer below. By endeavouring to align die characteristics of the bidirectially predicted 

picture or pictures with the existing picture or pictur4es in the lower layer or layers, and imprived video sequence can be encoded 

and decoded for viewing by a user. 


